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By David Tingley, Editor
With Easter just around the corner, it’s been a real delight 
to welcome in the warmer sunshine in recent weeks. 

With this renewed sense of spring there is certainly a 
lot going on here in Lindfield. 

First up we welcome village stalwart Wendy Box to 
the Village People slot on page 22. It is amazing that we 
haven’t featured her before now, but I know that Claire 
Cooper enjoyed finding out about Wendy and all she is 
and has been involved in. 

At the other end of the spectrum Rev Keith Morrison 
has only just moved into Lindfield. He is the new minister 
at the United Reformed Church and he is currently 
settling his young family into their new location in 
Ryecroft on the High Street. Do say ‘Hi’ and make them 
welcome! Read about him on page 16.

On page 10 we can read just what happens when 
Lindfield pulls together for a common cause. After a 
desire from a few villagers to help refugees in the Middle 
East following the huge scale of civil war in Iraq, Lindfield 
amassed a huge load of useful resources to send over to 
Baghdad. 

I’m delighted to share with you the success of Jay 
Patel, owner of the garage in Scaynes Hill, whose annual 
fundraiser for Cancer Research UK was an astounding 
success. Read more on page 5.

Resident Peter Candy stepped out in support of his 
son’s charitable efforts as he joined Rob in New Zealand 
to walk with him as part of his 3,000km trek of both 
islands – which he finishes later this month. Read their 
story on page 41.

Elsewhere is the free golf for girls (p. 7), news of a very 
warmly regarded tennis coach leaving us (p. 6), Juliette 
Pochin is singing in The Dome (p. 6) and Natalie Park-
Griffiths launches a new online business from her home 
in Lindfield (p. 7). 

Enjoy the sunshine when it comes!
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NEWS
We’d love to hear from groups, organisations and individuals  
about what’s happening locally. Include a photo if you can.  
Email your stories to editor@lindfieldlife.co.uk

New Physio 
joins Six
Jasmine Lewis, a Chartered 
Physiotherapist specialising in 
Women’s Health Physiotherapy, 
joins the Lindfield clinic Six Physio  
this month. 

Women’s Health Physiotherapy 
covers all areas relating to Obstetrics 
(pregnancy) and Gynaecology. 
Jasmine is also a clinical Pilates 
instructor and enjoys working with 
women to maximize their health, well 
being and fitness before, during and 
after pregnancy. Plus she also speaks 
fluent Italian!

There is a free Women’s Health 
event on 28th April. For more 
information on this speak to Jasmine  
or Alex on 01444 587587.

Probus get-together
Five local Probus Clubs (Burgess Hill, Cuckfield & 
Lindfield, Haywards Heath, Mid Sussex and Clayton 
Windmills) recently held their biennial joint lunch 
meeting at Mid Sussex Golf Club in the name of 
Inter-Probus.

Inter-Probus was the idea of Derek Archer, 
a Member of Mid Sussex Probus Club, and this 
resulted in his Probus Club hosting the first joint 
meeting in 2001.

The Inter-Probus lunch takes the Probus ideal of 
fostering social links between its members a stage 
further by meeting members of the neighbouring 
groups and establishing a closer working relationship 
between the groups with the benefit of shared 
experience and new friendships.

This recent meeting was hosted by Haywards 
Heath & District Probus Club with speaker Neil 
Sadler, a retired policeman from West Sussex, giving 
a talk on the subject ‘A policeman’s lot can be quite 
an interesting one’.

The next Inter-Probus meeting in 2017 will be 
hosted by Burgess Hill & District Probus Club.
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Charity car wash success
Friday the 13th proved to be a good day for all involved 
at the BP Garage and Spar in Scaynes Hill as staff held 
their annual event to raise funds for Cancer Research 
UK. Each year since 2009, on 13th February, Jay Patel 
and his team get behind this worthy cause and the local 
community lend their support as well. 

The big attraction was a free car wash for the day. All 
that Jay asks for is that customers donate as much as 

possible to support Cancer Research UK. The raffle for 
the £50 Spar Hamper also proved to be a major success 
as this year 1077 tickets were sold, compared to 246 
last year. This year 206 cars got a wash. The overall total 
raised this year, including raffle ticket monies and other 
donations for car wash was an incredible £2,155, an 
increase of £620 from last year. 
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Auf Wiedersehen Lindfield! 
By Marion Bradburn
It is with mixed emotions that I am writing to say farewell 
to all my friends. On the one hand, I am very excited 
about starting a new life in Germany, on the other hand 
I feel regret at leaving a job I have built up and loved for 
the past 8 years, and even more sad to say goodbye to 
the lovely people of Lindfield. 

Tennis has always been a big part of my life and when 
I moved to Lindfield in 2007 I decided to get coaching 
qualifications, after which I established my tennis 
coaching business. During the summer, I coached 110 
children every week as well as 35 adults. I have coached 
more than 500 people and hope I have given all my 
students a good base from which to progress further 
and that they will all continue playing tennis and having 
fun whilst taking part in sport. 

I have met the most amazing people, not only the 
tennis players but the local people who walk past the 
tennis courts: dogwalkers, joggers, and the many who 
pass by on their way to the shops. I will miss you all! 

And me? I am moving to Germany to join my fiance 
on his dairy farm. My daughter Louisa will hopefully go to 
university in September in the UK, so I will visit regularly 
and will no doubt bring my tennis rackets with me! 

Thank you to all the people I have had the pleasure 
of getting to know over all these years. Being the 
Independent Coach in Lindfield has been a part of my life 
that I will never forget. 
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Juliette sings 
the Passion  
at Dome
Lindfield resident Juliette Pochin joins 
Brighton Festival Chorus on Good Friday 3rd 
April at 3pm for a spectacular semi-staged 
performance of Bach’s St John Passion at 
Brighton Dome. 

Bach’s interpretation of the Passion 
is a work of startling immediacy and his 
dramatic vision will be brought vividly to life 
in this intimate Proms-style performance 
which takes the singers in and amongst the 
audience. Seats in the arena stalls will be 
removed to allow performers and audience to 
intermingle.

“It’s very exciting to be involved in a 
performance which is bringing one of the 
world’s great choral works to the audience in 
such an innovative, immediate and dramatic 
way,” said Juliette.

For tickets call 01273 709709 or book 
online at the Dome or in person.

An ancient and royal discovery 
By Mrs April F Yule
During the course of the recent ground excavations 
on the High Street, in the area of the highway near Old 
Place, I happened to see, sticking out from a heap of  
upturned soil, what I took to be a rotten piece of timber, 
about eight inches long by about one and a half inches 
in diameter. On closer examination, I discovered - much 
to my surprise - that it was, in fact, the remains of a 
wooden tube, containing a tightly rolled up piece of 
vellum. On carefully removing the vellum and unrolling 
it - I discovered, to my further amazement - that the 
yellowing sheet of vellum, had writing on it. In spite of 
some of the letters being blurred, I subsequently found 
that it was just possible to make out  the text.    

The text to the right is some of what I was able to 
decipher:

If one cares to consider this unusual find; it would 
appear that this remarkably preserved piece of vellum 
contains a rhyming letter to the citizens of Lindfield, 
penned by none other than King Henry VII himself; 
while returning from a hunting trip from the Ashdown 
Forest, and staying overnight in his Lodge. It is truly 
remarkable that the piece of vellum has survived for 
nigh on five hundred years. One can only surmise that 
the combination of soil conditions and the quality of the 
vellum and ink used, contributed to its preservation.

Avaunt o wynds of Merche to 
haste the Aprille day,

When we with hert up-casteth 
wend our way,

By Well of Duddle, close by 
Ashdown Wood,

To ford the  Ouse at Deans Mill - 
if we could-.

And as the Sonne did so warm 
our face,

So we did seek the refuge of 
Olde Place.

Our arrowes drooped naught 
like feeble darte,

- and we did claim both hind and 
noble hart -,

So did we beare our querre for 
to feed,

Our Lynden subjects - if this so 
be their kneed -.

The Lynden folkes of vanitee 
restrained,

With purvey and refreshmente 
so maintained,

our tender health - and so we 
seek to thanke,

Our Goodly Subjects - bothe 
high and lowly ranke -.

So to this ende we have this day 
advised,

Our Noble Cousin C----tester* 
to devise,    

A letteres patente to forever 
bear, 

 Our grateful thanks for mercies 
which we share.

So be it known to all who travel 
past,

The Lynden Pond - and 
O`er its waters cast,                                                                                                                                            
     

Their gratefule eyes, that it shall 
everemore remain,

To joy the hert of Noble Knight 
and Swain.

These Letteres Patente shall  
provide,

That while the swannes and 
duckes there reside,

Upon its waters and its isles,
The pond shall everemore be 

held in worthynesse,
 and free from covert stone and 

heathenesse.

As prufe thereof that true our 
bond shall be,

It is our wish that - rather than 
a tree - , 

A Duck Hut on the island shall 
be set,  

to shew to all the Worlde our 
pledge is met.

And so on every first of Aprille 
day,

 We wish our Lynden subjects 
merry play,

Holde fast to every Goode 
Deede and Goode Luck -

And evere mindefule of our 
friend THE DUCK. “
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Table Top Sale 
for nursery
Lindfield Nursery School will be using its home for 
a different purpose on Saturday 18th April. The 
nursery will be holding its first Table Top Sale at King 
Edward Hall. 

Parents at the school will be selling home-made 
cakes, with all proceeds going to the nursery’s 
sponsored child Julio from Haiti. “We have 
sponsored Julio regularly since last summer,” 
nursery owner Terisa Tuffin commented, “and it’s his 
birthday in May so we wanted to be able to send him 
a little extra.”

As well as the cakes, the sale – at which sellers can 
rent a table – will include all sorts of ‘treasures and 
delights’ and secondhand items, plus a children’s 
bead-making workshop to keep small shoppers 
occupied. 

Entry is free and it’s open between 12noon and 
2pm on Saturday 18th April.

Home website launched 
Lindfield resident Natalie Park-Griffiths has just launched 
a new business which is quite a change from her ‘day job’. 

Natalie, who has two small children, works part time 
as a nutritionist specialising in hormonal cancers and 
unexplained infertility. However, she has had a passion 
for home furnishings for some time and six months ago 
decided to source a few products and try selling them 
to friends and family. “I was finding that it was costing 
more and more money to buy products for the home that 
weren’t from the High Street,” Natalie explained. “So I 
wanted to see if it was possible to buy genuinely different 
pieces and still sell them at an affordable price.”

Last month the Daisy Boo Home website was born 
(named after the family Labrador Retriever) with 24 
products listed currently and 20 more coming on stream 
for the summer. 

“It is a steep learning curve to start something 
completely new but I am loving it.” As well as sourcing 
products Natalie is also working with a local artist, 
photographer and fabric designer for exclusive  
product ideas.

Help trace a friend
By John Arfor Jones
I seek your kind assistance, please, to try to establish the 
whereabouts of a gentleman I knew many years ago, in 
Zimbabwe.

 He is Celyn Ruston Leigh-Jones, and I met him 
in what was then Rhodesia when he emigrated to 
that country during 1973. He lived and worked in the 
country’s second city, Bulawayo, and we kept in touch for 
some time, but over the years I moved to three different 
towns within the country and unfortunately I lost contact 
with him. 

I have found several references to him on the internet 
and two possible addresses; one in Uckfield and the 
other in Lindfield. My letter to the address in Uckfield 
was returned to me and I have been unable to find a full 
address for him in Lindfield, so I have taken the liberty to 
contact you in the hope that you or one of your readers 
may be able to help.

 I think that Celyn would now be in his early to mid 
80s. He had a daughter Samantha, who would be in her 
mid-forties I think, and a son Simon who would be a few 
years younger.

 During the 1960s he was a keen photographer and a 
number of his photographs of steam locomotives were 
published. I have found several references to these 
photographs on the internet. 

Please make contact via editor@lindfieldlife.co.uk

Do you know 
Peggy Betts?
Sally-Ann Lilley has contacted Lindfield Life on 
Facebook to try and find someone who her father 
is wanting to make contact with . 

Doug Mitchell knew Peggy Betts from Lindfield 
some time ago and believes she later became 
Margaret Botten. Peggy is thought to have been 
born in 1932. 

If you know or recognise either of the names, 
please make contact with Sally-Ann on the 
Lindfield Life Facebook page or email in to 
editor@lindfieldlife.co.uk. 
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Free golf sessions for girls
Haywards Heath Golf Club Professional 
James Verrall has managed to secure 
Sportivate funding to offer 20 girls eight one-
hour golf lessons completely free of charge. 
The funding relates specifically to the training 
of girls between the ages of 10-16. 

James commented: “It is a credit to the 
golf club here and our team of professionals 
that our application was granted. I am very 
pleased to be able to offer junior girls a chance 
to see what golf is about.”

Sportivate is a £56m Lottery funded 
London 2012 legacy project aiming to ensure 
that more teenagers and young people 
find a sports activity that is both attractive, 
affordable and accessible. 

The sessions will be on Friday afternoons 
at 4.45pm and will begin on Friday 1st May. 
If you would like to apply for one of the 20 
places available you can email James Verrall 
on hhpro@foremostgolf.com or call 01444 
414866.
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or as much as the average family car! 
Why is the clock added to the list of works? The tower 

clock is not in any better condition than the bells. Built 
at the end of the 18th century, the clock spent much of 
its early life in India but found its way back to Lindfield 
parish church in 1857 and there it has stood for the last 
158 years announcing the time for the village. However, 
recently it has shown increasing signs of age and its 
reliability and its accuracy has deteriorated dramatically. 

The intention is to take the clock mechanism away for 
refurbishment while the bells are also being removed to 
be recast, finally squeezing them all back in the tower to 
see service for another 200 years or more.

Are the bells going to be given a name? Like ‘Big Ben’, 
names are often given to bells or an inscription added 
for those who sponsor a bell. It is proposed to continue 
this tradition with the new bells. In addition it is proposed 
that the eight new bells carry a dedication to Her Majesty 
the Queen, as in September 2015 she will surpass the 
reign of Queen Victoria (63 years 216 days) and become 
this country’s longest reigning monarch.

Because of the scale of funding necessary, we have 
extended our fund-raising from its original target date 
of the end of 2014. We hope those who have already 
donated last year will feel able to allow us to keep their 
financial gifts as we work to bring the fundraising to a 
conclusion.

Please watch out for fund-raising events during 2015 
and come and support the bell-ringers. We hope that 
among the events will be a St George’s Day meal at the 
Tiger and an open day in the summer so visitors can see 
and hear the old bells before they are removed.

To contribute to the Bell & Clock fundraising, please 
contact: All Saints Church Office, High Street, Lindfield 
RH16 2HS (01444 482405).

By Roy Marshall
Last summer the bell-ringers at All Saints Church, 
Lindfield took up the challenge to provide a new ring of 
eight bells and to repair the clock in the church tower. 
The challenge involved raising £200,000 and the good 
news is that £78,000 has been raised towards that 
total. The bell-ringers’ first response to this fantastic 
progress is to say a big ‘Thank you’ to all those in the 
village community who have so far contributed to this 
fund. There have been generous donations, both big 
and small, and fund-raising events ranging from flower 
displays, musical evenings, quiz nights, coffee mornings 
and so much more.

Why are the bell-ringers taking on this challenge now, 
when the village can still hear the bells ringing out? The 
simple fact is that five of the nine bells in the tower (eight 
ringing bells and one chiming clock bell) are at the end 
of their working lives. This is not surprising as all five are 
over 350 years old, with the oldest cast in 1573 during 
the reign of the first Queen Elizabeth. The difficulty in 
ringing the old bells has now reached a stage where it is 
unsafe to train new bell-ringers and the ringing for even 
experienced bell-ringers is extremely difficult. It will not 
be long before the bells will not be safe and bell-ringing in 
the village will stop.

It is no exaggeration to say that the fund-raising is a 
life saver for the traditional sound of English bell-ringing 
in Lindfield, a sound that is such a quintessential part of 
the country that we take for granted that the bells will 
continue to ring for all those important moments in the 
life of the individual and the community.

So what are the bell-ringers planning to do? The plan 
is to take the four younger bells (each only 128 years 
old!) and recast them into eight lighter new bells. This 
provides a new set of bells that are more suited in weight 
to the church tower than the existing heavy bells – the 
current heaviest bell (the tenor) weighs 21 cwt (1069Kg) 

New bells and clock for the village
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A group of folk from All Saints Church have orchestrated some practical help for the 
many in the Middle East who have been made homeless by civil wars and fighting. 

What began as a conversation over lunch between Lindfield residents David 
Wheeler and Andrew Nunn soon turned into over 350 banana boxes packed with much 
needed supplies.

The pair were challenged by information they had received from David’s daughter 
whose church in South London had participated in a relief effort initiated by a lady in St 
Peter’s church in Brighton. 

During the last 12 months more than two million people have been displaced in Iraq 
alone, many of them having fled their homes with no more than the clothes on their 
backs. These refugees, of all faiths, are living in desperately harsh conditions and the 
church in Brighton has been collecting clothing to be taken directly to Iraq by lorry to a 
project being run in Baghdad by St George’s Church chaplain Canon Andrew White who 
has been in the Middle East since 1998. 

When he heard of the appeal Philip Anscombe offered to make a short video 
highlighting the need and Sheila Argent said she would reach out to shops in the 
village. After the film was shown it wasn’t long before the small team were blown away 
by responses from the village, including the schools at Great Walstead, Blackthorns 
and Lindfield Primary. 

The Lindfield collections took place over the period between 13th-24th February,  
and included items such as shirts, jumpers, trousers, shoes, boots, sleeping bags and 
blankets. The former curate’s home in Church Close, owned by All Saints but currently 
vacant, was soon set up into a collecting and sorting venue for all the donations which 
kept arriving at the house. Many from in and around the village helped with the huge 
task of collecting, sorting, boxing and transporting. 

“The way our community pulled together for the sake of others was amazing,” 
Andrew commented. “We’d like to say a very big ‘thank you’ to everyone who has 
contributed in any way.”

The goods had to be packed into banana boxes, and the management and produce 
departments at local supermarkets were extremely helpful. Roger Seymour, one of the 
volunteers, said: “Haywards Heath Sainsburys have been particularly brilliant. For over 
10 days I arrived and filled my car with as many as we could fit in.” 

The amount collected exceeded all expectations, including that of the church in 
Brighton. Unfortunately the storage warehouse in Brighton is now no longer available, 
and so the organisers are now seeking a new location before they can begin to collect 
another whole shipment (the Lindfield collection amounts to about 20% of a shipping 
container). The hundreds of boxes are currently being stored locally before being given 
the green light to proceed to Brighton, which they hope to be soon after Easter.

Clothing for refugees
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Preheat oven to 180º and lightly butter a shallow baking 
dish. Peel 450g baking potatoes and 450g celeriac, cut 
into thin slices and drop into cold water to avoid them 
going brown. Peel and finely slice a medium onion. Drain 
the potatoes and celeriac and dry on a teatowel, then 
layer in the baking dish, adding a little onion, seasoning 
and some grated Cheddar cheese between each layer. 
Stir 1tbs mild mustard into 200ml milk and pour over 
the vegetables. Cover and bake for 45 min or until 
the vegetables are just soft in the centre (test with a 
fork). Top with a generous layer of grated Cheddar and 
continue to cook for a further 10-15 min or until a rich 
golden brown.

 

Home-grown produce
simply good food

Potato and 
Celeriac Cake
Serves 4
Delicious served with 
grilled gammon steaks
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Chard and Bean Soup
Serves 4
Just add hot garlic bread for a filling lunch. Chard can be 
used just like spinach; steamed, briefly cooked in the 
microwave, added to stir-fries or in soups.

Finely chop a small onion, dice 2 large carrots and crush 
1-2 garlic cloves. Using a large pan, gently cook with 
1tbs oil, stirring, until soft and beginning to brown. Stir in 
2tbs tomato purée and 600ml vegetable stock. Bring to 
the boil, cover and simmer until vegetables are soft. Stir 
in 225g roughly chopped ruby chard and a drained 400g 
can cannellini beans. Continue to cook, stirring, until the 
chard has wilted and the soup is piping hot. Season to 
taste and served sprinkled with grated Parmesan cheese 
or crushed crispy cooked bacon.

Parsnip and Pear Gratin
Serves 2

Preheat oven 180º and lightly butter a shallow baking 
dish. Melt 25g butter in a frypan, then add half to a 
generous handful of fresh breadcrumbs. Toss with a fork 
then stir in some chopped parsley. To the remaining 
butter in the frypan add a thinly sliced onion and 1tsp 
sugar. Cook, stirring, until golden brown. Peel and 
thinly slice 375g slender parsnips and 2 large dessert 
pears. Thinly slice 115g Mozzarella cheese. Layer the 
parsnips, pears, half the cheese and the buttery onion 
in the dish, ending with parsnip. Season each layer and 
pour over 75ml milk or single cream. Cover and cook for 
about 40 min or until soft throughout. Uncover, top with 
remaining cheese and the breadcrumbs and return to 
the oven until golden brown.

 

By Caroline Young
This time of the year we have a good selection of home grown vegetables to choose from, both root 
and green varieties. Compared with just 10 or 15 years ago both home gardeners and commercial 
growers have become more adventurous. Have you tried the ugly looking knobbly root of celeriac, 
orange fleshed sweet potatoes, jewel coloured ruby chard or the many kinds of winter squash to name 
just a few? Make them the focus of your winter meals.
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Welcome to the new minister

By David Tingley
Keith Morrison grew up in a small village called Langholm 
in Dumfriesshire. His father was an elder at the local 
church and a baker in the community of just 2,000 
residents but Keith says there was never any pressure 
from him to carry on the family business. He pursued a 
keen interest in science at school and went on to study 
Physics at the University of Paisley.

Following his graduation in 1992 he started working 
for the Ministry of Defence at the Atomic Weapons 
Establishment (AWE) in Berkshire, conducting research 
into electronic components and advising MoD 
contractors who made all sorts of military equipment: 
from lorry windscreen wiper motors to missiles. At the 
time he shared a house with friends who he very much 
enjoyed being with but whom he thought seemed to 
have something he didn’t, a Christian faith. He began 
attending church and Keith rekindled his teenage faith 
that had been all but forgotten. 

After six years he moved into a training role, where he 
helped AWE staff, military personnel and the emergency 
services consider how best to respond to potential 
incidents, occurring anywhere in the UK, involving 
nuclear weapons or special material.

“I was getting on really well,” Keith explains. “Aged 24 I 
had bought my first property, a flat in the Thames Valley, 
and now at 29 I had just got a promotion along with a 
20% pay rise.”

However, this was when he felt the call to Christian 
ministry. “It was genuinely like hearing an audible voice 
when I heard God speak to me,” he assures me. It was, 
in many respects, an inconvenient time for such a word 
from God but Keith took it seriously. “I decided that I 
couldn’t ignore it and went to speak to the minister of 
my church. When she confirmed that she believed it was 
a genuine ‘call’ I began the process of applying to train 
for ministry.”

And so, two years later, Keith handed in his notice at 
AWE and moved to Moss Side in Manchester, where he 
began his four years of study. His theological course 
contained theory elements and practical placements in 
local churches in order for him to gain experience ‘in the 
field’.

It was during this time that he began dating Emmeline 
after they met on the internet and not long after, in 
2003, she gave up her partnership in a medical practice 
in Kent to join her new husband in Manchester. As a GP 
she was able to locum in the area until Keith graduated 
and was called to his first pastorate as a URC minister in 
Northampton. 

“It occurs to me,” Keith laughed, “that the process 
of matching an available minister to a seeking church is 
very much like a dating agency!” 

Keith and Emmeline spent ten years in the town 
pastoring a group of three churches. In 2006 they had 
their first child, Noah, with Faith coming along in 2008. 

So, when it was time to move on, what attracted them 
to Lindfield? “The church family here is already doing a 
great job being church right in the middle of this village. 
Plus, Lindfield takes me back to my roots. It’s the kind 
of place where people say ‘Hello’ to each other in the 
street. That reminds me of Langholm, and the small 
community feeling is quite different from the centre of 
Northampton.”

Noah and Faith both have places at St Augustine’s 
School in Scaynes Hill (there wasn’t space in Lindfield 
Primary) and Emmeline is joining a GP surgery in Uckfield 
later this month. 

“I’m really looking forward to getting to know the 
village,” Keith concludes. He also tells me they are a keen 
family of ‘geocachers’, so they are all looking forward to 
exploring the area that way too.

After eighteen months without a minister, Lindfield United Reformed Church is celebrating the official induction 
of Rev. Keith Morrison at a special service at the end of March. Keith has moved into the village with his wife 
Emmeline, two children, Noah and Faith, and their black Labrador, Bracken. David Tingley went to meet him...

united reformed church
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Village Day 2015 - join in!

By Sarah Richmond
What links a Caribbean steel band, a tug of war and a 
beer tent serving Sussex specials? Yes, it’s time for 
Lindfield Village Day 2015. A fun day out for all the family, 
the event takes place on Lindfield Common on Saturday 
30th May, starting at 12.45pm with the procession down 
the High Street and finishing with the Grand Raffle Draw 
between 4pm and 4.30pm.

Set to raise at least £7,000 for the charity which 
runs and maintains the King Edward Hall, the Day will 
play host to over 100 stalls on the Common selling 
everything from crafts to cuddly toys, books to barbecue 
food - plus a range of activities including the famed mini-
railway, the fun fair and lots of activities for the young 
and young at heart.

This year the arena will be home to lots of traditional 
games, including sack and egg and spoon races hosted 
by volunteers from Potential Personal Training. People 
who’d prefer to put their pets on show can do just that 
- no pre-entry required, just come to the King Edward 
Hall tent on Village Day and enter your pet so he or she 
can take centre stage on the arena in the middle of the 
Common.

For those with a bit of muscle, or simply sheer grit, 
there’s the Tug of War competition in the afternoon, 
again in the arena, where Lindfield teams will battle it out 
to become 2015 Lindfield Tug of War Champions.

Bakers and gardeners should note that the Grand 
Competition is being rested this year but there’ll be 
plants and cakes aplenty on sale from the experts at 
Lindfield Horticultural Society and the Village Hall’s own 
renowned cake stall respectively.

A beer and music tent makes its debut, with ales and 
cider from local brewer 360 Degree Brewing and a range 
of bands to make the the afternoon go with a swing. 

Earlier in the day the traditional procession through 

the High Street this year is set to be anything but! A steel 
band will lead the parade, which has a Caribbean theme 
to reflect the musical atmosphere following the success 
of last year’s carnival procession. Throw on some 
Caribbean fancy dress or come as you are - individuals, 
families and local groups are all invited to join the 
procession which will gather at Hickmans Lane Playing 
Fields at 12.15 for judging at 12.30 and departure for the 
Common at 12.45.

Look out for the Village Day programme, on sale in 
the village shortly, with all the details of the Day’s events. 
At just £1, with all proceeds going to the King Edward 
Hall, it’s money well spent and will guide you through a 
fantastic day out. Entry to Village Day is free, so invite 
your family, bring your friends and come and enjoy your 
village. If you can spare an hour to sell 20 programmes to 
neighbours along your street, please get in touch – every 
little helps: villageday@kingedwardhall.org.uk

For more information about the event and about the 
5k/10k Village Run, which takes place on Monday 25th 
May, see www.kingedwardhall.org.uk.

photos: C
lare O

zkan
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Big Haywards 
Heath Bluebell Walk 
If you love strolling through spring flowers and would 
like to raise money for assistance dog charity Canine 
Partners, then the Big Haywards Heath Bluebell Walk on 
Sunday 5th April at 12pm is for you.

Julie Brewer, organiser of the walk, said: “I have 
witnessed first-hand how amazing these highly skilled 
dogs become through expert training.

 “Canine Partners assistance dogs make a huge 
difference to the everyday lives of people with 
disabilities. Many of these special dogs are truly life 
savers, physically and emotionally.”

 Canine Partners provides specially trained assistance 
dogs to help people with disabilities, such as opening 
and closing doors, undressing, pressing buttons, 
retrieving items, unloading washing machines, taking 
card and cash from ATMs and other everyday tasks that 
disabled people find difficult, painful or impossible to do 
for themselves.

 Canine Partners CEO Andy Cook added: “The Big 
Bluebell Walk is a family fun event and we would like as 
many people as possible to join us on our spring scenic 
walk - and you are more than welcome to bring your dog 
along too.

“We do not receive any government funding and rely 
solely on donations, so the money you raise will help 
create more canine partnerships, transforming the lives 
of disabled people.

“This year is a particularly special one for us at Canine 
Partners as we are celebrating our 25th anniversary, so 
come along and walk your support for the Charity.”

The fundraising event is part of the Charity’s national 
Big Bluebell Dog Walk Campaign, which has raised more 
than £150,000 in the past 11 years. 

 All funds raised from the walk will help the Charity to 
train more assistance dogs and transform the lives of 
people with disabilities, including wounded servicemen 
and women in conjunction with Help for Heroes. 

 It is £5 for adults to take part and children under 16 
go free.

To register or find out more information, please visit 
caninepartners.org.uk/bigbluebellwalks, call 01730 
716013 or emailhollyb@caninepartners.org.uk.

Lindfield  
Bowling Club
Members of Lindfield Bowling Club are looking forward 
to the start of the new season with their first meeting on 
18th April at 10am. 

The event starts with a coffee morning, followed by 
bowling if the weather is fine. The first friendly match is 
on 22nd April against Handcross.

The junior players will also start the season on 18th 
April and will continue to meet at 10am on Saturday 
mornings. New junior members of all ages and abilities 
are welcome to join,

Last year’s new recruits included Jack, pictured, who 
was soon playing in the friendly matches for the club. 
Two girl newcomers also played in fun days. 

Ladies’ Captain, Vera, and Men’s Captain, Alan, are 
hoping for a hot dry summer to fit in plenty of matches, 
from friendly games to County or National. Last year the 
men’s fours and pairs both reached the National finals in 
Leamington.

Forthcoming events include the Ladies’ Captain v 
Men’s Captain match on Saturday 25th April; always 
good fun and a very social occasion.

 Bowlswear Direct will visit the club on Sunday 26th at 
11am, giving members the opportunity to purchase all 
they need for bowling.

The club has a bar and runs many social and charity 
events through the summer, including barbeques. 
“There’s nothing nicer than fish and chips or bacon 
butties on a summer evening while watching or playing 
bowls,” said secretary Sue.

New members are always welcome, from those who 
want to play for fun or those who take it a bit more seriously.

To have a go, just turn up at the Club, at the top of 
Lindfield Common, any Saturday morning at 11am.

Please wear flat shoes or trainers.
For more information phone Sue on 01444 452883 or 

Vivienne on 01444 414350.
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By Claire Cooper
Wendy, the only daughter of George and Lucy Edgerton, 
was born at home in Beckworth Lane in the house that 
was designed and built by her father.

“At that time only one side of the road had been 
developed and the house looked out over fields,” said 
Wendy. “One of my earliest memories is of watching the 
cows from East Mascalls Farm being led down the road 
to the flelds twice a day.”

Wendy enjoyed a happy and carefree childhood 
growing up in the village. “We would wander off to play in 
the woods and felt like we could do whatever we wanted 
as long as we were home by tea time!

“I remember going to Sunday School with all my 
friends at the Sewell Memorial Mission, and the pastor 
was Mr Makepiece. I also went to Brownies at the Tiger.”

Wendy’s maternal grandparents, Henry and Flo Drake, 
ran the Red Lion pub in the village, while her father’s 
parents owned the bakery in Horsted Keynes. “My Mum 
was a telephonist at the Lindfield exchange, which is 
now Limes restaurant.”

A sporty and hard working child, Wendy attended 
Lindfield Primary School (on Lindfield Common) before 
passing her 11 plus and getting a place at East Grinstead 
Grammar School. 

“Getting to school involved two train journeys, which 

included the steam train which is now the Bluebell 
Railway,” Wendy recalled.

“In the summer I went on my bike as it was much 
quicker, particularly on the way home when it was all 
downhill! I was always in a hurry to get back to Lindfield, 
particularly when we had a stoolball match.”

Wendy started playing stoolball for the Lindfield 
Junior team and later progressed to the seniors. A 
natural sportswoman, she was chosen for every school 
sports team and went on to play netball for Burgess Hill 
Ladies for 33 years. She also qualified as a netball coach 
and umpire, and later as a football coach.

The coaching experience came in handy when Wendy 
took over as one of the youth leaders at the Albemarle 
Centre at Oathall Community College.

“In those days we had 200 members,” said Wendy. 
“They were brilliant days. As well as the weekly 
club nights, we organised days out to theme parks, 
Streatham ice rink and even Eurodisney.” Wendy stayed 
with the club for 23 years.

Her work with young people also included organising 
discos at the King Edward Hall, where she was a committee 
member. “The ‘King Eddie Under 16 discos’, as they were 
known, were hugely popular but sadly became a victim of 
their own success when we had to close as there were too 

Wendy Box: meet Mrs Bonfire!
village people

She’s known to many as Mrs Bonfire but, after spending time in the company of Wendy Box, perhaps Mrs Lindfield 
would be more appropriate! Not only has Wendy lived in the village for all her life, she’s remained in the family home 
which was designed and built by her father in 1939. A lifelong member of the bonfire society, former youth club 
leader and one of the instigators of Village Day, Wendy has made a huge contribution to village life as we know it.

LI75 April2015.indd   24 18/03/2015   11:30



25April 2015

many kids turning up!” said Wendy.
In 1977 Wendy joined the Jubilee Committee which 

organised the first ever Villlage Day, now one of the most 
well-loved annual events. For the first 22 years Village 
Day was started with Wendy cooking breakfast on the 
common for the hungry workers.

The theme of this year’s Village Day procession is the 
Caribbean, which brings back vivid memories for Wendy 
of the day when the float caught fire!

“We used to use big lorries for the floats and could 
build quite big displays,” Wendy explained. “For the 
Carribean theme we built a shack complete with blazing 
torches. Unfortunately the torches got a little too close 
to the straw…..!”

Wendy is passionate about Village Day but there is 
another event that holds an even more special place in 
her heart – bonfire night. “I’m a lifelong member of the 
Bonfire Society. I suppose you could say I was born into 
it as my parents and grandparents were all members,” 
said Wendy. “I joined the committee at 16, was secretary 
for 30 years and am now the logistics secretary. This 
means lots of paperwork as I’m responsible for the risk 
assessments.”

“I just love bonfire night. On 5th November we feel 
that the whole village is ours and that we can requisition 
everything!”

Every bonfire night Wendy can be seen carrying the 
five star cross, representing the five martyrs, before 
doing the rounds with her collecting bucket.

“When the bonfire was over we used to have a 
tradition of running around the ruins backwards three 
times,” she recalled. “I’ve never known why!”

Wendy’s working life has included jobs at two of 
Haywards Heath’s former landmark businesses - the 
Perrymount cinema, where she worked as a cashier, and 
Bain Dawes Insurance Company.

She later set up her own party staffing business, with 
customers including the South of England Showground. 

Spending a lifetime in Lindfield means Wendy has 

seen huge changes, particularly in the High Street. ”Only 
two original businesses remain – Humphreys Bakery and 
the butchers,” she says.

“The building which is now Happy Feet shoe shop 
used to be the blacksmiths and I can remember horses 
being shoed there. Where Swalk is now was Ellmers fish 
shop, and Field and Forrest was Harold Miles’ sweet 
shop. I’m sure I’m not the only one who remembers 
Harold blocking the doorway!

“I also remember the ‘mend your bike man’ who 
operated from a shed in the Red Lion car park, and 
Aramintas curry house where we would go for a late 
night curry after bonfire night. There were also several 
antique shops.”

Whilst most changes have been accepted, others 
have incurred the wrath of villagers. “I remember when 
they changed the name of the Stand Up to the Linden 
Tree and a group of villagers hung a wreath on the door 
and played the last post!”

In addition to the pubs, Lindfield also had a country 
hotel, which was demolished to make room for The 
Welkin. “I can remember going to weddings there and 
when it closed my dad was the auctioneer who sold off 
the contents,” said Wendy.

“I remember Partridge’s dairy and Helena Hall, whose 
wartime diaries were recently published.”

Wendy has two grown up sons. ”They are both known 
as Chalky, as their surname is White!” said Wendy. One 
lives in the main part of the family house in Beckworth 
Lane, while Wendy now has an annexe on the side. 
“Everyone calls it the Wendy House!” she says.

 “Beckworth Lane is a smashing place to live. We’ve 
got some lovely neighbours and have had some 
wonderful street parties. I can’t bear the thought of 
anyone else ever living here, and hope the house will stay 
in my family forever!”

Photos: Top Left: Climbing the pavement to raise cash for the Bonfire Society. 
Above Left: Fancy dress fun for Wendy with her sons and friends.  
Above Right: Sharing a joke with a policemand in France!
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Parish Office: Clock Tower House, Lindfield Enterprise Park, Lewes Road, Lindfield, RH16 2LH 
Telephone: 01444 484115  Email: clerks@lindfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk   
Web site: www.lindfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Lindfield Parish Council Newsletter
Apr 2015

They can all be contacted, in the first instance, via the Parish                           Office, or by reference to the Lindfield Village Directory and Year Book, which contains details of individual contact numbers. 

Cllr. William 
Blunden 
(Chairman)

Cllr. Valerie
Upton 
(Vice Chairman)	

Cllr. Mike  
Allen		
	

Cllr. Michael  
Amor

Cllr. Jane 
Chatfield 

Cllr. Alan  
Gomme 

Members of Lindfield Parish Council:

Parish Council Election 
Thursday 7th May 2015 
We know there are a lot of you out there with all sorts 
of skills who care a great deal about our village. Why not 
stand for election and make a real contribution to the 
community by becoming Parish Councillors? 

The Parish Council elections are scheduled for 
Thursday 7th May, the same day as the UK Parliamentary 
General Election and the Elections to Mid Sussex District 
Council. The nomination period runs from 30th March to 
4pm on Thursday 9th April.

There are twelve seats on Lindfield Parish Council so 
there is an opportunity to have a strong team of elected 
representatives working for the good of our community.

Nomination packs for the local elections are available 
from the Mid Sussex District Council website – at 
the following link: http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/
elections/9812.htm

Parish Meeting
Wednesday 15th April 2015
The Parish Meeting (which, it must be stressed, is NOT 
a meeting of the Parish Council) is a forum for local 
government electors to discuss parish affairs and to pass 
resolutions on them, although such resolutions are not 
binding on the Parish Council. As this Parish has a Parish 
Council, it is the Council’s Chairman who must convene 
and, if present, chair the meeting. 

This year’s Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 
15th April at 8pm in the King Edward Hall. The Agenda  
will be on the Parish Council’s notice board in Denmans  
Lane nearer the time, as well as on our website  
(www.lindfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk). 

Thank you, Paul!
We are all very sad to be saying farewell to Paul Frost, 
our Village Orderly, who is retiring after twenty five years 
keeping our streets clean in Lindfield. Paul first came 
to the village as an employee of Mid Sussex District 
Council’s street cleansing contractors in 1990, working 
as a dedicated street sweeper in Lindfield and Cuckfield. 
When he retired from SERCO in 2010, the two Parish 
Councils got their heads together and since then we 
have each employed him for two mornings a week to 
supplement the service provided by SERCO. 

But Paul is much more than an employee – he has 
been one of the best friends this village could have. 
He has huge pride in his work as a self-styled ‘kerbside 
beautician’ and he has always done a fantastic job, going 
the extra mile and often in the worst of Sussex weather.

On behalf of our residents we would like to say: Thank 
you Paul for a job very well done and our very best wishes 
for a long and happy retirement. 

 We’ll miss you!
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Lindfield Parish Council Office is open on Tuesdays 1pm to 4pm, Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 1pm – 
when members of the public are welcome to come along to look at planning applications for Lindfield, buy 
concessionary railcard vouchers, or simply seek advice on issues of concern. However, if you do need to speak with 
someone outside our normal opening hours, then please contact the Clerk who will be happy to make alternative 
arrangements with you. 

Parish Clerk:
Mrs. Christine Irwin

Deputy Parish Clerk:  
Iain McLean

Responsible Financial 
Officer: Mrs. Sue Kolien

They can all be contacted, in the first instance, via the Parish                           Office, or by reference to the Lindfield Village Directory and Year Book, which contains details of individual contact numbers. 

Cllr. Stephen 
Henton 

Cllr. Margaret 
Hersey

Cllr. Simon
Hodgson 

Cllr. Roger 
Pickett 

Cllr. Ron 
Plass 

Cllr. Christopher 
Snowling		

By the time you read this newsletter, the replacement 
of West Sussex County Council owned street lights 
throughout Lindfield will probably have been completed, 
except for the modification of those columns that 
are to be altered to heritage style, which is to follow. 
The replacement of the cast iron columns in the High 
Street in particular has dismayed many residents but, 
unfortunately, retaining the cast iron columns was not 
an option under the WSCC/SSEC scheme. To achieve 
the effect, the standard columns will be shortened and 
swan neck lantern brackets, traditional lanterns and 
embellishments to the columns will be added.

The heritage lights after they have been adapted will 
be taller than the cast iron columns; 5 metres in total. 
The standard columns will be cut down to 4 metres 
to allow for the 1 metre uplift from the heritage style 
bracket. We have been advised that any further lowering 
in the height would be detrimental to the lighting 
because it brings the light source down to give more 
glare to the road users and to achieve the required levels 
with shorter columns would necessitate even more extra 
columns in the street.

A number of people have also expressed their 
concerns and objections to the lights being set to turn 
off around midnight. West Sussex County Council have 
stated that since the 1970s it has been their policy to 

light residential roads to a part night lighting regime, 
with the lights coming on at dusk until midnight and 
then coming on again at 5.30am until dawn. Town 
centres and main roads will continue to be lit all night 
but dimmed by 50% during the middle of the night. This 
regime was set out by WSCC in a bid to safeguard the 
County Council against the future predicted large energy 
price increases, to help sustain current energy bills 
and ultimately use taxpayers’ money efficiently, as well 
as reducing carbon emissions. Over a period of time, 
and for a variety of reasons, some columns have been 
reverted to the all night regime. During the upgrade the 
opportunity is being taken to move back to part night 
lighting. WSCC have also stated that there are no crime 
studies which show that additional illumination makes a 
difference to crime levels and that there are other local 
authorities such as South Gloucestershire, Essex and 
Hertfordshire which have even reported reductions in 
crime where the the hours of illumination are reduced.

Exceptions to the part night policy and requests to 
leave a street light on all night will only be considered by 
WSCC if there is a local social problem which involves 
the police and is intended as part of a crime detection or 
surveillance project. Any change made for this purpose 
would be time limited and only extended when it forms a 
part of a more serious crime detection case. 

Neighbourhood Plan progress
By the time you read this, the period for making representations on the Lindfield and Lindfield Rural 
Neighbourhood Plan as submitted to Mid Sussex District Council, and publicised by MSDC, will have closed (on 
26th March 2015). Provided all is in order, the next step is for MSDC to appoint an independent examiner, who 
will be sent the Plan, along with any representations received. The examiner will then have to decide whether 
the Plan meets all the tests and requirements of the Neighbourhood Planning rules and regulations. 

WSCC street lights
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Lindfield Parish Council Newsletter
continued

If you have a dog (and 
even if you don’t) 
please read on…
I would like to tell you about Michael. Michael was a lovely 
little boy in my son’s class at infant school, elsewhere, 
nearly thirty years ago. As a toddler, Michael had a habit 
of putting his hand out of his pushchair and playing with 
gravel on the path. Sadly he picked up toxocariasis - the 
disease transmitted by worm larvae in dog faeces. As a 
result he was blind in one eye and during his early years 
at school he had to have several operations, mainly to 
improve his appearance – a poor start in life for any child. 

Of course the vast majority of the people who walk 
dogs in our village are diligent about clearing up their 
dog’s deposits and they are to be commended, but 
unfortunately there are some exceptions. Yes, your dog 
may be clear of worms but if other people see heaps 
being left, they may well think “why should I bother 
clearing up?” and let’s face it, stepping in dog dirt is very 
unpleasant regardless of the health risks. 

If you witness dog fouling on the Common, Hickmans 
Lane field or the nature reserves, please contact Mid 
Sussex District Council’s Park Rangers on 01444 477561 
(rangers@midsussex.gov.uk) or for dog fouling on 
the public highway or public rights of way contact the 
Dog Control Officer on 01444 477041 (dogcontrol@
midsussex.gov.uk). Please give them as much detail as 
you can including: name of site, description of dog and 
dog owner, date and time the incident was witnessed, 
description of the owner’s car, whether it is a regular 
occurrence and any other information which may help. 
Please do not approach the person yourself.
Parish Clerk

Village Spring 
Clean - Saturday 
18th April 2015
Why not come and join us for our annual Spring Clean 
around the Village on the morning of Saturday 18th 
April? The Parish Council has organised a Spring Clean 
every year since 1999, when it started as an initiative 
of the Tidy Britain Group, and helpers find it to be a 
rewarding and worthwhile few hours. Volunteers meet 
in the King Edward Hall and are given tasks such as 
collecting litter from the areas in the village not covered 
by the normal street cleaning agencies. Street furniture, 
such as the posts around the Pond and the Common, 
always benefits from a wash down after the winter, and 
cutting back vegetation in the footpaths is another job 
that can be tackled. 

The Spring Clean will take place between 9.30am 
and 1pm and there will be a free ploughman’s style 
lunch for all participants. Any children taking part must 
be supervised by parents or adult group leaders if they 
belong to youth organisations. Suggestions for areas 
in the village that might benefit from a little ‘TLC’ are 
always appreciated, particularly if you could let us 
know in advance to help with the planning. If there is a 
task you particularly want to tackle, please let us know 
beforehand and we’ll save that job for you. Litter pickers 
and bags, buckets, detergent and cloths will be provided 
but you are asked to bring your own gloves - and 
wheelbarrows can be very useful for bringing back sacks 
full of litter.

Mobile civic amenity 
collections
The refuse freighters will be in the Tollgate car park on 
Sunday 10th May 2015, between the hours of 10am 
and 12noon, for the collection of household and garden 
waste. Please note that due to current legislation they 
cannot accept items such as televisions, computer 
monitors and fluorescent tubes. These can still be taken 
to a civic amenity centre. Please do not leave rubbish in 
the absence of the refuse freighter. The remaining dates 
for the rest of the year are as follows: 12th July, 13th 
September, 15th November and then 10th January and 
20th March 2016.

Police Community 
Support Officer
PCSO Erica Baxter can be contacted about 
neighbourhood concerns such as graffiti, rowdy 
behaviour and burglary on 101 voicemail extension 
27123, by twitter: @hheath_police or by email: 
erica.baxter@sussex.pnn.police.uk. Crime should 
be reported on 101 in a non emergency incident or 
999 if appropriate. 
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Parish Council meetings
April -June 2015

Tuesday		  7th April		  Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)		  8pm

Thursday		 8th April		  Environment and Amenities Committee		  8pm

Wednesday	 15th April		 Parish Meeting (see article)				    8pm

Tuesday		  28th April		 Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)		  8pm

Tuesday		  19th May		  Annual Meeting of Council				    7.30pm

Wednesday	 20th May		  Planning and Traffic Committee (full)			   8pm

Thursday		 28th May		  Finance and General Purposes Committee		  8pm

Thursday		 4th June		  Environment and Amenities Committee		  8pm

Tuesday		  9th June		  Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)		  8pm 

Tuesday		  20th June	 Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)		  8pm

All meetings are held in the King Edward Hall, unless shown otherwise. Please check the noticeboard in Denmans 
Lane for any additional meetings that may be called. All meetings are open to the public and there is a period set 
aside at the beginning of each meeting for public questions/comments, except at ‘plans only’ Planning and Traffic 
Committee meetings. At meetings of the Planning and Traffic Committee, up to two people for and two against each 
planning application are allowed.

Street  
map  
panels
 We are very pleased to announce 
the completion of our street map 
panels which are now in place on the 
walls outside the Denmans Lane 
Public Conveniences and Lindfield 
Medical Centre. 

We would like to express our 
grateful thanks to Merie Blundell 
who has very kindly allowed us to 
use some of her lovely drawings 
to enhance the maps, to the GPs 
at Lindfield Medical Practice for 
giving us permission to put one 
of the panels on their wall and to 
Fitzpatrick Woolmer who have 
designed, made and installed the 
maps. 
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By James Verrall, Head Golf Professional
For many years I have seen people practise hard on their 
full swing by hitting 100s of golf balls on the range. Whilst 
this is a great thing to do, it should not be done at the 
expense of practising your putting technique.

Putting is viewed by many as the easy shot. Even my 
fiancée believes she has got the putting stroke mastered 
after just two goes!

 In golf you normally take just as many putts as full 
shots during a round therefore they both need equal 
practice time.

Now although, yes, it is the easiest shot to make 
contact with the ball, it is not so easy to make the ball 
end up in the hole. Follow some of these basic points to 
help you send the ball into the cup.

Try to relax over your putt (easier said than done I 
know) and let your shoulders move freely. If you are 
tense then you are more likely to twist your shoulders, 
which will send the ball off line.

Position the ball slightly forward in your stance. This 
will get you hitting on the upswing, which is something 
you need in putting to get the ball rolling as early as 
possible.

Stand close when you set up with your eyes lined up 
directly over the ball. Being closer will give you more 
control and help take your putter back along a straight 
line.

Accelerate through the shot, even on the shorter 
putts. Having a smooth acceleration will make sure your 
putter stays on line and you make good contact with the 
ball. There is nothing worse than hitting the ground first 
in your putting strike.

So, remember these key points and try to give your 
putting stroke the time it deserves. 

Take a look at another article on page 9 about our new 
FREE junior girls coaching starting 1st May! Sign up a 
junior girl now for FREE by calling 01444 414866.

Practise the putt
teeing off
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Help the WI 
find 100 new 
organ donors
The Women’s Institute is 100 years old this year.

Local WIs are finding ways to celebrate this 
special birthday. Members of the Scaynes Hill WI 
are aiming to find 100 new people (at least!) to 
sign up to the Organ Donor Register. To register 
go to www.organdonation.nhs.uk or ask for 
a leaflet at your doctor’s surgery or the local 
library. 

It is important to let your family know that you 
have registered so don’t forget to tell them and 
encourage them to join you. After registering 
and telling someone in your family please email  
shwi@sedgley.org  so that your registration can 
be included in the Scaynes Hill WI total. If you are 
already registered can you find someone new? 

Celebrate 100 years of WI campaigns to make 
a difference to all our lives. 
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To celebrate World Book Day, the children of Blackthorns 
Community Primary School all took part in a ‘Book 
Battle’. This enabled the children to talk in detail (for 90 
seconds) about a book of their choice, develop their 
spoken language skills and try out different ways of 
persuading their classmates to vote for their book.

The Year 6 children have written the following guide 
to book battling: ‘Book Battle is a perfect opportunity to 
express our opinions and feelings of books that we feel 

passionate about. Ultimately, this provides children -in 
our class - to hear segments and ‘teasers’ about books 
that we might not necessarily have heard or read about. 
The ‘Book Battle Arena’ also allows us to develop our 
presentational and persuasive skills in an attempt to 
have our chosen book as the class winner!’

The battles continued until the last two were in 
the final battle. The winner of each class Book Battle 
received a £5 book token. 

Book Battle at Blackthorns

Pupils at St Augustines CEP School in Scaynes Hill had a great week learning alongside 
parents during lessons during a special week in March. Over 40 parents came into 
school during the ‘Bring a Grown Up to School’ week. They were also able to give the 
school helpful feedback:

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for parents to see the different ways of learning and 
helping to learn.”

“I now feel more confident in supporting my child at home when explaining or working 
out maths problems.”

Grown Up to School Week at St Augustines
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Travelling to Work 
by Michael Palin

Everyday  
by David Levithan 

Book review

Book review

By Cavan Wood

Michael Palin’s third selection of his diaries covers the ten years in which 
he moved from being best known as a Python member to being a maker 
of some of the most engrossing travel based documentaries. As a diarist, 
Palin does help us to see the important events of history in this period 
(1988 to 1998) as well as the key developments in his own and his family’s 
life. He is a man who has many issues with his art – two of the films 
starring him of this period were not universally praised. It is revealing to 
see the reflective artist, struggling to understand why some projects are 
less successful than others. The tensions of an almost sibling rivalry with 
John Cleese are honestly handled, with Palin giving the impression that 
he has had to be tolerant of some merciless ribbing and critiquing. This is 
a highly readable account of a man’s life, as it is honest about his failings 
as well as celebrating success. Published diaries can be a way of disguising 
and manipulating the future as well as the past, but not here. Palin has the 
honesty to show himself, ‘warts and all’.

By Izzy Bain, age 12

Everyday is about a boy named A who has travelled to and from other people’s bodies 
since he was born. A can be boy or girl, black or white, fat or thin and this proves a 
problem because he can’t find out who he really is or find his past. A is able to access the 
persons memories and finds some tough and sad memories but he can also access fun 
and happy memories. He can access other people’s memories but can’t have his own 
because he has never been himself. 

One day A wakes up in a boy named Justin who is boyfriend to Rhiannon. A falls 
desperately in love with Rhiannon but because he is in new bodies every day, he finds it 
difficult to stay in touch with her. But this isn’t the only problem, one child has had the 
experience of A being in control of him and is desperate for people to find out about A’s 
‘demon’ ways.

This book was gripping and I couldn’t put it down! The plot was brilliant because he 
has shown a range of emotions using all the different characters. The only thing I would 
probably change is the abrupt ending. I turned the page to find the acknowledgments 
and was rather upset. I would definitely recommend this book to children age 12 and 
older. This was an amazing book and would rate it an 8½/10 and maybe even 9/10.
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Lindfield Arts Festival 
seeks help from the 
local community
By Marian Cameron
 Following on from the previous extremely successful 
and popular arts festivals, we are in a very healthy 
position to continue the success of Lindfield Arts 
Festival over the weekend of the 19th/20th September. 
Exciting plans for this year’s festival are already 
underway with several amazing music groups and bands, 
exhibitors, other performers and workshop leaders 
already on board to help make this festival as special and 
unique as it has been in previous years. 

 However, we need your help. The Trustees are 
currently looking for people to come and help them 
organise this special community event. In particular they 
are looking for someone to take up the coordination of 
Lindfield Arts Festival 2015, with assistance from the 
Trustees and other volunteers. Furthermore, if you or 
your organisation/business would like to participate in 
this year’s arts festival please get in touch. To contact 
Lindfield Arts Festival send an email to enquiries@
lindfieldartsfestival.com.
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By Jacqui Smith, interior designer 
They say that personal recommendation is the best 
source of new business and it’s true. The knowledge 
that clients have recommended you is the ultimate in 
positive feedback and invariably they have passed your 
name on because they feel that the fit would be good 
and, so far, this has always been the case. Historically 
our referrals have been from past clients but more 
recently we have had a supplier put our name forward to 
some of their clients. At the end of last year one of the 
furniture suppliers we use for our care home projects 
asked if we would be interested in being put forward 
for a prestigious new-build dementia home in Poole. 
The client was described to me as a joy to work with. A 
high-end commercial project in Poole with a charming 
developer? Oh go on then.

The client called a day or two later – sounding on the 
phone just as he had been described. We discussed the 
brief, which even at this early stage had my eyes out on 
stalks, and he promised to send me plans. By the end of 
the week I was poring over the architect’s drawings and 
considering what our design fee should be. This project 
is huge; 68 beds with ground floor communal areas, 
with four further floors of dementia care with separate 
dining and lounge areas plus six apartments on the fifth 
floor, so quoting alone took me the best part of the day. 
So, proposal sent, I then did my best to put it to the 
back of my mind until the New Year which is when he 
said he would have whittled his short list of 5 down to 2. 
January came and with it the good news that we were 
down to the last two. Being so close made me want this 
job even more of course. I took the train down to Poole 
and accepted the offer of the client picking me up from 
the station. Armed with his contact details in case the 

trains let me down and loaded with a couple of A2 cases 
full of previous project boards, I headed west early one 
January morning. Predictably, the trains were running 
late due to flooding around Brockenhurst but at least I 
was able to let him know. Over half an hour late, I arrive 
at Poole station to the worst weather imaginable for 
someone with natural curly hair, glasses and carrying 
portfolio cases. Alighting the train, I was met by an evil 
combination of wind and rain which had my previously 
sleek and blow-dried hair (now a damp frizz) blown into 
my face and sticking to my recently applied lipstick. I 
could see nothing out of my glasses because of the rain 
and could do nothing about this or my hair since I had 
a portfolio case in each hand and a handbag slipping 
down one arm. An umbrella was not an option. To make 
matters worse I then had to negotiate the station bridge 
to reach our rendezvous point. Getting to the other side 
I walked around the side of the station building, meeting 
a fierce eddy as I approached the corner. The lightweight 
A2 cases in those kinds of conditions took on kite-like 
behaviour, so my client’s first and probably lasting visual 
impression of me was some sort of dishevelled Mary 
Poppins with frizzy hair and rain spattered glasses. 

My client was there, smiling, and do you know what 
his first words me were? “I bet your stress levels are 
through the roof right now! You’re probably thinking, “I’m 
late, my hair’s a mess and I’m trying to impress this guy”. 
Well please don’t worry about it.” And his saying that of 
course took all the stress away. We had a great meeting 
and I got the job. This new client is already proving to 
be exactly the kind of person we love to work with. Now 
that’s a great referral.

Our fabulous new website is up and running, so why 
not take a look! www.homesmiths.co.uk ( 01444 440880).

The power of word of mouth
home front
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A year of celebration is planned at a local botanic 
garden which is home to unique conservation projects. 
Wakehurst, at Ardingly, has been run by the world 
renowned Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew for fifty years. 
Perhaps more famous for its west London garden by 
the Thames, Kew is able to undertake research and 
horticulture at its Sussex site which just wouldn’t 
be possible at Richmond; not least its globally 
significant Millennium Seed Bank project which has its 
headquarters next to Wakehurst.

 Spring’s commemorative events are under the 
umbrella of Whispering Woods and include magical, 
guided walks on 25th-26th April and 3rd-4th May, plus 
a chance to see the popular birds of prey displays by 
Huxley’s on 2nd-4th May. The late spring bank holiday is 
dedicated to Wakehurst’s Wild Wood Weekend. “There’ll 

be the chance to see a working woodland in action with 
demonstrations of charcoal burning, traditional chair-
making, bowl turning and bush crafts,” explains woodland 
manager Iain Parkinson. Set in a beautiful ancient 
woodland, the fun also includes woodland theatre, 
storytelling and aerial acrobatics – making it the perfect 
family occasion.

 From 23rd May Wakehurst is opening one of its most 
beautiful ancient woodlands, one normally off-limits to 
visitors. There’ll be the chance to follow a trail through 
Pearcelands Wood and learn how the area is managed 
in a traditional way to provide materials for the botanic 
gardens, timber for use on the estate and raw materials 
for charcoal production.

 It promises to be a truly magical twelve months at 
Wakehurst.

Garden’s Golden Jubilee – Kew’s 50 years at Wakehurst
open for business
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Going out with your camera?
Here at Lindfield Life we love to receive your photos of 
the village. They don’t have to be taken on a professional 
camera either; most smart phones will take photos at 
a high enough resolution to still be reproduced on the 
front cover. 

We are always after new photos of Lindfield taken all 
year round. Preferably in portrait orientation, email any 
of your shots to photos@lindfieldlife.co.uk. Whether it’s 
capturing that hot air balloon at just the right time or 
choosing your moment carefully for the perfect sunset, 
we’d love to see it. 

If we use your photo on the cover you will receive a 
£20 shopping voucher which you can spend right here in 
Lindfield. 

Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Month
Throughout the month of April West Sussex Urology 
consultant surgeons Barnaby Chappell, Simon 
Woodhams and James Hicks are urging men to get to 
know their prostate. 

Simon Woodhams, consultant urologist, explained 
that, according to new research, most men are pretty 
unaware of the signs and symptoms of prostate cancer. 

“Many men who develop prostate cancer don’t 
develop any symptoms at all. But getting up at night 
as well as going very frequently and perhaps rushing to 
the loo, those are common symptoms of any prostate 
problem. Prostate Cancer is a very serious disease and 
it’s the second most common cause of men dying from 
cancer in the UK.”

James Hicks added: “It’s a common problem among 
men - a reluctance to talk about health and more 
specifically, the prostate, penis or bladder. Problems 
‘down there’ don’t make us feel our most masculine and 
talking about any type of health issue isn’t easy.“

West Sussex Urology and Cancer Partners UK will 
be holding a public awareness event for Urology at the 
Chichester Golf Club on 20th April at 6.30pm and The 
Prostate Cancer Support Organisation will be available 
to answer questions. For more information visit www.
westsussexurology.co.uk.
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In January, 62 year old Lindfield resident Peter Candy 
flew out to join his son as he trekked the length of New 
Zealand. 

Rob Candy (inset) set himself the challenge of raising 
money for two charities by walking the 3000km across 
both North and South Islands which he started, with 
friend Joss Smale, back in November last year. The pair 
hope to finish the trek later this month. 

Peter, who describes himself as semi-retired, says it 
was an opportunity he couldn’t miss: “For a variety of 
reasons, the timings of joining Rob out there worked 
well. I hadn’t seen Rob for a couple of years and have 
never travelled to New Zealand either. I wanted to spend 
time with and support Rob as he perseveres with this 
incredible challenge.”

Peter, who has worked as an overseas aid worker, an 
airline insurance manager, a deputy warden of student 
accommodation in central London and a Christian 
missionary in Tanzania, made the 40 hour door-to-door 
journey to meet Rob in the country’s capital Wellington. 
“At this point Rob and Joss had already walked 2000km,” 
Peter explained. “I had a couple of days’ wait as we 
weren’t exactly sure how long it would take for them 
to arrive in the city. They can have a number of days 
without any mobile signal at all, when they are completely 
incommunicado.” 

The section of the Te Araroa Trail that Peter walked 
with them is known as the Queen Charlotte Track. A 
70km stretch with variations in altitude of nearly 400m. 

“I tried to prepare myself before I went with practise 
walks around home,” Peter said. He set off each time 

with a 20kg backpack walking, for example, a 12 mile 
route up to Ardingly, to the Balcombe Viaduct and back 
home. “The most dangerous part of the whole adventure 
felt like walking on the roads just north of Lindfield where 
they are no footpaths!

“The New Zealand landscape I experienced while I was 
out there was amazing. One thing that really surprised 
me was the complete lack of any really dangerous 
‘nasties’, and yet just over the water in Australia they 
have all manner of poisonous insects in their Outback.” 
Although Peter says that he is still experiencing some 
itching from the bites of the sand flies out there!

Peter met many walkers from around the world during 
his three weeks. He had carefully managed rations of 
food, which they had to carry with them. “It tended to be 
porridge sachet for breakfast, cheese and rice cakes for 
lunch and rice and beans for dinner. Anything that was 
compact and light was ideal for the backpacks,” Peter 
explained. All of them also had special water filters in 
their bags that removed 99% of the bacteria from fresh 
water they found on their route. 

While Rob Candy completes the personal challenge 
of the trek he is hoping to raise valuable funds for two 
charities close to his heart. Raleigh International is a 
sustainable development charity that runs a programme 
in Tanzania to help local young people take part in 
projects and expeditions. PEOPLE is a charity working in 
Kenya to provide scholarships to young people enabling 
them to attend school and get an education.

You can follow Rob’s blog and donate online here: 
http://robcandy.tumblr.com

Trekking in New Zealand

LI75 April2015.indd   45 18/03/2015   11:31



46 www.lindfieldlife.co.uk

What’s on in April
at King Edward Hall And Elsewhere

2nd 	 Lindfield Country Market – 10am to 11.15am 	
(Sheila Hobbs 01444 483396)

8th	 Lindfield Horticultural Society – ‘Preparing 
for your Show’ by Barry Newman, 8pm. Barry 
is Chairman of the National Vegetable Society, 
on the judging and lecturing panel of the Royal 
Horticultural Society, and a Britain in Bloom 
judge. Entry £1 members, £2 visitors (Alison 
Elliott 01444 483039/www.lindfieldhorts.org.uk)

9th 	 Lindfield Country Market – 10am to 11.15am 

10th	 Comber’s Trust Tea Party  
(Caroline Brann 01444 471443)

11th	 Royal British Legion Lindfield Branch – Poppy 
Hop 7.30pm - 10.30pm. The Perdido Players 
Swing band. Tickets £15 (includes fish and chip 
supper – bring your own drinks and glasses). 
Tickets available from Jane (01444 454846), 
Pauline (01444 482672) or Kath (01444 483171)

15th 	 Lindfield Preservation Society – Annual 
General Meeting 8pm. followed by ‘Different 
Perspectives’ by Garry Sharp about the 
Quadcopter used to photograph the Lindfield 
area from the air. All welcome including non-
members, entry free (John Chapman 484470)

16th	 Lindfield Country Market – 10am to 11.15am 

18th	 Lindfield Parish Council – Annual Village Spring 
Clean (Christine Irwin 01444 484115)

18th	 Lindfield Bonfire Society – Vintage Coffee 
Morning (Wendy Box 01444 482809)

18th 	 Lindfield Nursery School – Table Top Sale 
12–2pm. Clothes, toys, craft & cake stalls, and 
children’s bead workshop (Terisa Tuffin 07584 
066070)

23rd 	 Lindfield Country Market – 10am to 11.15am 

23rd	 Film Show Evening – doors open 7.30pm, film 
starts at 7.45pm. The Imitation Game (12A). 
Tickets will go on sale at Tufnells on 24th March 
(Jennie 01444 483431)

28th	 Lindfield Flower Club 2.30pm. ‘Walking The Dog’ 
by Pat MacDonald (Norma Smith 01444 414562 
or normasmith1@btinternet.com)

30th 	 Lindfield Country Market – 10am to 11.15am 

Please refer to the King Edward Hall notice board for 
additional information regarding the above events.

If you would like to hire the King Edward Hall please 
contact the Honorary Bookings Secretary for further 
information on telephone number 01444 483266 or by 
e-mail on bookings@kingedwardhall.org.uk	

3rd	 Brighton Festival Chorus – Brighton Dome 
3pm.  A spectacular semi-staged performance 
of Bach’s St John Passion. For tickets call 01273 
709709 or book online at the Dome or in person.

5th	 Canine Partners Bluebell Walk – Ab Fab Dogs 
Day Care, Paul’s Lane, Slugwash Lane, Haywards 
Heath 12pm

7th	 NHS Retirement Fellowship – Franklands Village 
Hall, Haywards Heath 10.15am. ‘Fraud’ by David 
Porter

9th	 Haywards Heath Ceramics Group – Clair Hall, 
9.45am. ‘Josiah Wedgwood, Potter, Pioneer and 
Philanthropist’. Warm welcome to guests ( 01444 
01444 483372)

11th	 Vivace Choir Charity Concert – St. Mary’s 
Church, The Causeway, Horsham 7.30pm. In aid 
of Cuckfield Stroke Communication Group and 
Horsham Parkinson’s UK branch. Tickets £10 
(01403 266173 or vivacehorsham@gmail.com)

15th	 Mid-Sussex Franco-British Society – the 
Function Suite, Clair Hall 8-10 pm. ‘Le 
Mouvement collaborationniste Breton – le 
Bezen (la Formation) Perrot 1940-1944’ by Mark 
Watson, Head of French studies at Ardingly 
College. All members and visitors welcome (Mrs. 
Barbara Stevens 01444 452385)

15th	 Mid-Sussex Decorative and Fine Arts Society 
Lecture – Clair Hall, Haywards Heath 10.15 for 
10.45am. ‘The Corkscrew: A Thing of Beauty’ by 
John Ericson (www.mid-sussexdfas.org.uk)

19th	 Health Open Day at Vinings Natural Health 
Centre, Church Road, Haywards Heath.  
10am-4pm. Free talks and mini treatments in aid 
of St Peter and St James Hospice

28th	 Mid Sussex Local History Group – Franklands 
Village Hall 10am. ‘A Murder Most Legal – the 
unfortunate demise of Charles II’. New members 
welcome, we meet on 4th Tuesday of each month 
(Joan Corless 01444 470108)

28th	 Mid Sussex Older Peoples Council – The 
Martlets, Burgess Hill, 10.30am until 3 pm. AGM 
and meeting on the new Care Act
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