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Children’s Competition
* Aminiature garden on a plate
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in Haywards Heath and, on leaving school, Veronica went
to work as a nanny for the family which ran Beech Hurst
restaurant and gardens in Haywards Heath. She left after
being offered a job as a domestic at the former King
Edward VIl Memorial Eliot Hospital on Butlers Green Road.

Meanwhile, Colin’'s failing health saw him leave the
construction industry and take a job as a telephonist at
Cuckfield Hospital. “Colin was a great telephonist as he's
always chatting,” Veronica laughed. “People assumed
that we knew each other as we drove the same invalid
cars. But it wasn't until he came to work at the King
Edward to cover for a sick colleague that we finally met.”

Their first date was in a car park! "Colin had offered
to help me improve my parking but on the day it was so
frosty that we couldn't do it!" said Veronica.

"Colin always says it was love at first sight, but it took
me a little longer.”

But love blossomed and the pair were engaged in April
1967 and married at St Paul's Church in Haywards Heath
in January 1968. Veronica was escorted down the aisle
by her brother, wearing a dress borrowed from a friend.

"l was going to make my own dress but my friend offered
me hers which fitted perfectly, so | made the bridesmaids
dresses instead!”

A self-taught and talented seamstress, Veronica has
gone on to make several bridal and bridesmaid’s gowns.
“Colin's mum gave our marriage six months, but we've
lasted longer than both his brother and sister!”

The couple set up home in St John's Road in Haywards
Heath and were delighted when their son arrived in
1969. "After lan was born we decided not to have any
more children as Muscular Dystrophy can be hereditary,”
said Veronica. “Fortunately our son and our two
grandchildren, Molly and Jack, are all fine.

“In those days it was considered unusual for disabled
people to have children. One day | picked up the Daily
Sketch and read a story about a couple who had become
parents and one of them was disabled. | thought to
myself, we've got a much better story —we're both
disabled. | got in touch and they came to interview us.”

The family moved to Luxford Road in 1970 and then to
a flat in Pelham Road where they have lived for the past 30
years. "We've always been very independent and up until
recently have never needed any help,” said Veronica.

Swimming has always played a big part in their lives.
"We used to swim at the King Alfred in Hove but | found
that salt water affected my skin,” said Veronica. “There
were no disabled swimming groups in Mid Sussex so we
decided to start our own!”

The couple set up the Seahorses at the Dolphin
Leisure Centre in 1980. “We registered as a charity and
started raising funds for a minibus to get swimmers to
and from the pool.” This included Colin completing a five
mile sponsored swim.

The club's second minibus was bought with a lottery
grant of £22,500. "That minibus has now reached the end
of its life and we are currently fundraising for a third,” said
Veronica.

She added that the club now has around 25 regular
swimmers and helpers, swimming every Tuesday and
competing in galas and competitions. New members are

5 X s _
always welcome. “I'm still the chairperson, Colinis the
treasurer and we run the club with swim manager Alan
Crook who has been with us for 25 years.”

One of Colin's main roles is counting and recording
lengths. “Disabled swimmers count up the lengths over
the weeks to gain their distance badges,” Veronica
explained. Colin has swum 750 miles over the years and
has the trophy to prove it!

The club has always entered a team for the Lions
Club Swimarathon and Colin and Veronica were at the
poolside once again at this year's event on Good Friday.

Away from the pool, Colin enjoys playing short mat
indoor bowls while Veronica is keen on knitting and
crochet. The couple also enjoy getting out and about on
their motorised wheelchairs.

"We go out every day, rain or shine,” said Veronica.
“We never bother about the weather as we have all our
wet weather gear! We go all around Haywards Heath as
the chairs can go 10 or 15 miles on one charge, and every
Sunday we come into the village for lunch at the Red Lion.”

She added that they have also travelled by train to
Bath, Winchester, Edinburgh, York, Birmingham and on
the Eurostar to Brussels. "Our next trip is to Hungerford
for my birthday.

"We feel very lucky to have our chairs as we can get
anywhere we like,” added Veronica. But the journeys
haven't always been plain sailing. “We did have one
memorable journey when we were accompanied by a
police escort!”

"One winter's night we were coming back from the
Dolphin Centre when we found we couldn't get up on the
pavement as it was too slippery. We had no option but to
go on the road,” she recalled. “We were coming up the hill
by the Burrell when we were spotted by the police. They
waited for us and escorted us all the way home complete
with flashing lights, but fortunately no sirens!”

The couple are currently busy making plans for their
Golden Wedding in 18 months'’ time, "We'll be renewing
our vows and celebrating with family and friends at
the Birch Hotel,” said Veronica, who is having a dress
specially made for the occasion.

"I borrowed my wedding dress so this is my chance to
have a new one!"” she laughed. "We are looking forward to
celebrating our very happy life together and everything
we have achieved.”



22

www.lindfieldlife.co.uk



April 2016

23



24

www.lindfieldlife.co.uk



Rhubarb Bread and Butter Rhubarb Fool

Serves 4

Serves 4
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Members of Lindfield Parish Council: They can all be contacted, in the first instance, via the Parish

PR R RNy

Clir. William Clir. Valerie Clir. Mike Clir.Judith Clir. Alan Clir. Stephen
Blunden Upton Allen Durrant Gomme Henton
(Chairman) (Vice Chairman)

28 www.lindfieldlife.co.uk



Office, or by reference to the Lindfield Village Directory and Year Book, which contains details of individual contact numbers.

I R YN

Clir.Margaret Clir. Simon Clir. Roger Clir. Ron Clir. Stewart Clir. Christopher
Hersey Hodgson Pickett Plass Shortland Snowling
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Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday

7th April

19th April
28th April
10th May
12th May
26th May
31st May
2nd June

21st June

Environment and Amenities Committee
Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)
Parish Meeting (not a Council meeting)
Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)
Annual Meeting of Council

Finance and General Purposes Committee
Planning and Traffic Committee (full)
Environment and Amenities Committee

Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)

8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
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CARE's 'Good




2nd

7th

8th

13th

14th
16th

16th

20th

21st

21st

26th

28th
30th

Lindfield Horticultural Society —2-4.45pm
Spring Show of Flowers and Produce

Join us to celebrate the horticultural
achievements of our fellow gardeners. Home-
made cakes and coffee will be on offer as well
as a sale of plants. (Entry £1, children free. All
welcome. Membership enquiries tel:456509.
www.lindfieldhorts.org.uk)

Lindfield Country Market —10-11.15am
{Sheila Hobbs 01444 483396)

Comber’s Trust Afternoon Tea Party
for Elderly Residents of Lindfield Village
(Caroline Brann 01444 471443)

Lindfield Horticultural Society —8pm

LHS welcomes Irene Eltringham-Willson for a

talk ‘All Gardens Great and Small - The National
Gardens Scheme'. Hear about the history of the
Yellow Book, Irene’s role as county organiser

and enjoy a trip round a variety of our beautiful
Sussex gardens that support the NGS. (Entry £1
members, visitors £2. All welcome. 01444 456509)

Lindfield Country Market —10-11.15am

Annual Village Spring Clean
Lindfield Parish Council (01444 484115)

Lindfield Bonfire Society: Vintage Coffee
Morning and Tabletop Sale — 10am-1pm

All proceeds in aid of Bonfire, Procession and
Fireworks taking place on 5th Novemberin
Lindfield Village. (Contact Sarah on 01444
487470 for more details or to book a table)

Lindfield Preservation Society: AGM & Talk — 8pm
lllustrated talk: ‘Gongoozling for beginners...’

by Neil Sadler. Life on the canals of England and
what happens when things don't go exactly

to plan! This is a light-hearted journey around
some of the 2000 miles of navigable waterways
with just a small dose of history, lots of humour,
arather wet puppy and only one broken arm...

so far! All welcome, entry free. (Meeting and
membership info from John Chapman 484470)

Lindfield Country Market—10-11.15am

Film Show Evening: ‘Brooklyn’ 12A
Doors open 7.30pm. Tickets (£6) from Tufnells.
{Jennie Powell 01444 483431)

Lindfield Flower Club-2.30pm
Stephanie Laing willdemonstrate

Lindfield Country Market —10-11.15am

Sale of Teak Garden Furniture

3rd

10th

12th

13th

14th

20th

22nd

26th

May
3rd

Mid Sussex Ramblers: Classic Cuckfield -
10.30am, meet in the village car park
5 mile, moderate difficulty. (Paula 07919 198047)

Ardingly Choral Society with Mid-Sussex Sinfonia
THE CREATION By Joseph Haydn —7.30pm
Ardingly College Chapel

Conductor: Robert Hammersley. Soprano:

Eloise Irvine. Alto: Jane Haughton. Tenor: Adrian
Thompson. Bass: Mark Stone

(Tickets £14 {conc. £12) from Carousel Music
01444 417654, M. Kershaw 01825 791241)

Haywards Heath & District U3A AGM-2pm
Clair Hall, Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath
After the business of the AGM there will be

a presentation entitled ‘From Battlefields to
Metropolis' by Colin Manton who will talk about
the development of Haywards Heath

Tiger Arts Lunchtime Concert — 1pm
Lindfield United Reformed Church

Mark Jennings {classical guitar). Light lunches
from 12.15pm.

Haywards Heath Ceramics Group—9.45am
Clair Hall, HH. "Welsh Porcelain’ by Felix Gambon
from the Antiques Roadshow. (Tickets £8 call
01444 483372/414477)

Mid Sussex Decorative and Fine Arts Society
10.15am, Clair Hall. ‘A Bit of Slap and Tickle:
Constable’s Brighton Paintings 1824-1828'
talk by Sarah Cove BA {Hons) ACR FIIC FBAPCR
Visitors Welcome £7 on the day

Oathall PTA Quiz Night—8pm, Oathall School
(More info email: opta@oathall.org)

Mid Sussex Local History Group —9.45am
Franklands Village Hall. Lecture entitled ‘'Lady
Somerset and the Duxhurst Colony for Inebriate
Women' (New members welcome. Please
Contact Joan Corless on 01444 470108)

NHS Retirement Fellowship AGM - 10.15am
Franklands Village Hall, Haywards Heath
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Whittaker Paving........ccoccevniniiniiiiinns 3

Locks & CobbIers ......oovmenmmmererseressnnens 4
Sussex Wealth Management................ 4
SJP Decorators .......ooeeveeneeceeceeeeeeene 5
RiverPeak Wealth..........coveiriinenns 6
Belle Casa (cleaners)......cccccvvvciniinenn, 9
Drayton Plumbing & Heating.. .9
Farrell's Paving (bricklayer)......c..cccooven. 9
CE&G PIUMDbErs.....ccovvi e 10
Mid Sussex Decorators...........c............ 10
PRB Accountants.......ccccoeecrveieennenns
Oven Cleaners Sussex
SPB Plumbing & Heating.......ccoeviiinnnns 13
Hilary May (garden designer)............... 14
Priceholme ...c.occcvveiiiiviicceccree e 16
AJ Mullen (builder) ......coooveeeviceeeeiininens 24
South Downs Garden Care......coeeiiene 27
Masters & Son (funeral directors) ........ 27
Heather Martin (garden design)...........32
JD Interiors (tiling) .....coceeeeeceerecreceeene. 33
Utility Warehouse ..., 34
Lucy Locksmith......cccoviiiiccniniininiins 34
Jim Avis (decorator)......omeeerciiinnne 35
Tom Seymour (computer support)......35
Lindfield Motors ........cooeeveenmeccees 36

Jane's Sewing Services.......ccceceeennn. 37
Mark Revill (estate agents) ........ccoevnee. B

Foxy Feet....iisniciinnins 32
Lindfield Art Studio......ccccvneriinniniinnnnns 14
Repast Supper Club ......ccccververceernninnnn, 14
Pilstyes B&B.........ccoeieeereeeeceeeeceeeens 22
La Rocher (holiday apartment)............. 24

Safe Haven for Donkeys......

Cinder Hill Trouting Syndicate
Haywards Heath Golf Club................... 26

Norto5 Kidz (daycare) .....ccccooceveeenn. 3
Ardingly Training Centre {swimming)...12
Gielgud Academy......ccouvnmnenninnnniinnns
My Little Spanish Flag...

Potential Personal Training................... 2
Talk for Change ........covvvcninvnicininiens 5
Jakki Todd (beautician) .......ccoceeerrinnnne. 9
Feet Unique......ccvcceeeveevsmnmnneessnnn e 10
Six Physio..........

Blissimo Beauty..........cooeeierinccinnnn. 17
Lindfield Chiropractic Centre............... 25
Action for Deafness.....ccccrviiiciniiins 33

Perfect Toe Foot Care.....ccccccecevenine. 33






