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He quickly replied that he had, in fact, seen diamonds as
big as bricks! We hit it off straight away!”

Mary travelled all over England and Scotland with
Bristow's ‘four in hand'’ (four horse) FEI driving teams,
and as a member of British teams competing in Holland,
Germany and Hungary. One of her fellow British team
members was HRH Prince Phillip.

"Driving four horses at speed can be very dangerous
and there is great skill in getting the team to work well
together,” she said. This included the ‘spare’ horses
taken alongin case another was injured.

"We took great pride in our appearance and our teams
were always immaculately turned out,” she added.

Mary's experience with the British teams led to an
invitation to travel to the USA - accompanied by 12
horses and four cars!

"We received a request from a very wealthy American
lady, with an open ended cheque book, to buy 12 driving
horses and four Mercedez Benz cars and fly them from
Germany to her in America,” said Mary.

“I travelled on a special charter flight, with all the seats
removed, along with the horses and cars.”

Their destination was a farm in the Blue Ridge
Mountains - known around the world as "Tara' in the film
Gone with the Wind. "During our stay we were visited by
many influential guests, including Elizabeth Taylor who
lived nearby.”

Reluctant to spend winter in the States, Mary returned
to England, working with the driving horses at Bristow's
and also venturing into the world of stage and screen.

"We worked with horses on several films but, for
me, the highlight was the Metropolitan Police Tattoo at
Wembley," Mary recalled.

"The show, which ran for two weeks, was a celebration
of 150 years of the Metropolitan Police and we did a

highwayman scene. They created a wonderful Victorian
London atmosphere, complete with fog and the sound
of water.”

Following the show, Mary stayed with the
Metropolitan Police, working at the training stables at
Imber Court. “There were 90 horses on-site, divided
into three sections - the probationers stables, remount
stables and sick horse stables," said Mary who worked
as the 'leading hand'. "Being a civilian rather than a
member of the police force meant | didn't always have
to do as | was told!

"l particularly enjoyed working with the sick horses,
alongside the vets and helping with operations.” One
very special horse under Mary's care was Echo, who
was injured in the Hyde Park bombingsin 1982,

Several horses died but, despite horrific injuries,
Echo and Sefton, the Army horse, survived and their
road to recovery was followed by the nation. "When
they were well enough they made a special appearance
at the Horse of the Year show,” said Mary. " I'll never
forget how the lights went down and the arena fell
silent. The spotlights were put on the horses as they
came into the arena, the audience got to their feet and
applauded.

“Working with the Metropolitan Police was
wonderful. We were involved with Royal Weddings, Lord
Mayor's shows, sporting fixtures as well as displays
at the Horse of the Year Show, Royal Windsor and
Olympia. Sometimes the Queen would visit the stables
and everything had to be kept spotless and highly
polished."

When horses from the Household Cavalry and Kings
Troop came to Ardingly for a holiday, Mary rode out
with them!

Despite being in what was then a male dominated
world, Mary earned respect through her riding skills. “I
was small but | could stay on most horses,” she said.

"l remember a group of police riders gathering
on the balcony to watch me ride one particularly
difficult horse and expecting to see me fall. They were
disappointed!”

“From the start | was told that | have really good
hands and a light touch. | think you need to have a
certain telepathy with horses - you can't make them do
what you want but you can ask.

"They say you can tell a gelding, ask a mare and
negotiate with a stallion! I'd agree with that.”

Although officially retired, Mary can be found
delivering morning papers in the High Street and The
Welkin. “I really enjoy being a Lindfield paper girl," she
laughed. "It gets me up and out in the fresh air and |
enjoy meeting people!”

Never far away from horses, Mary will also be
stewarding at the Ardingly Showground on 9th & 10th
April for FEl International Eventing. "The event will
see some of the world's top riders in action, hoping to
secure their places in this summer’s Rio Olympics, so
it should be really exciting," said Mary. “I'd encourage
people to go along and watch. It's really good value for
a family day out!"
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4th

6th

10th

11th
16th

18th
18th

23rd

24th

25th
27th

Lindfield Country Market - 10-11am
{Sheila Hobbs 01444 483396)

Coffee Morning & Plant Sale - 10am-12noon
Lindfield Horticultural Society look forward to
welcoming you for coffee and home-made cakes.
A selection of plants will also be on sale

(Pat Whetstone 01444 483236)

Lindfield Horticultural Society — A talk by David
Porter ‘Life above a Railway Tunnel. Anintriguing
talk providing an insight into what it's like living
above Clayton Tunnel. All welcome (Entry £1
members, £2 visitors. www.lindfieldhorts.org.uk)

Lindfield Country Market — 10-11am

Lindfield Preservation Society — 2.30pm

An lllustrated Talk on ‘Trust me, lam an
engineer!!” by Douglas Wragg, who is a consultant
engineer and automobile accident assessor. He
has been an expert witness in anumber of court
cases including at the Old Bailey and will discuss
some examples involving cars and other subjects.
All welcome, entry free. (Meeting and
Membership info John Chapman 01444 484470)

Lindfield Country Market - 10-11am

King Edward Hall - Film (TBC) Show Evening
(Jennie Powell 01444 483431)

Lindfield Flower Club - 2.30pm
Graham King will demonstrate and his talk is
called 'I've had anidea!

Age UK Redwood Centre — Coffee Morning
10am - 12noon (Johanne Hodgkinson
01444 450248)

Lindfield Country Market - 10-11am

Lindfield Folk Dance Club —Barn Dance
(Mike Fairweather 01444 482741)

Please refer to the King Edward Hall notice board for
additional information regarding the above events.

If you would like to hire the King Edward Hall please
contact the Honorary Bookings Secretary for further
information on telephone number 01444 483266 or by
e-mail on bookings@kingedwardhall.org.uk

5th

9th

10th

17th

23rd

Sussex Mineral and Lapidary Society
7.30pm, Redwood Centre, Perrymount Road,
Haywards Heath. lllustrated talk: "What makes
agood and valuable mineral specimen?’ by
Nick Hawes (Chairman). Mineral of the Month —
CAVANSITE. Refreshments, raffle and sales.
Allwelcome. (More info 01444 483041
www.smls.org.uk)

Charity Pub Quiz - 7.30pm for 8pm

The Stand Up Inn, Lindfield

Max 6 people per team, book early for this
popular event. Raffle on the night. All proceeds
will go to the charity Kangaroos.

Tiger Arts: The Roger Hind Jazz Trio

1pm, Lindfield United Reformed Church

A welcome return visit from Roger Hind (piano)
Graham Mintram (double bass) and David Brown
(saxophones/clarinet). Popular tunes and a few
surprises will make up the programme. Free
entry. Light lunches served from 12.15pm.

Mid-Sussex Decorative and Fine Arts Society
10.15am, Clair Hall. 'The Elgin Marbles' talk by
Dr Stephen Kershaw. Visitors Welcome £7

Mid Sussex Local History Group - 9.45am
Franklands Village Hall. Lecture entitled ‘The
History of Gardens of South East England’
(Joan Corless on 01444 470108)



Services
RiverPeak Wealth..
C&G Plumbers... JRSTRORPR 1
SPB Plumbing & Heatlng 4
Belle Casa (cleaners)......ccevriiciinnnnn 6
6
9
9

Sussex Wealth Management................
Oven Cleaners SUSSeX.....ooverueueverennne
Lucy Locksmith........cccoveemncccericicice,
CWElectrical........cooeereeeeeancecricinennnn. 11
PRB Accountants........c.cccceveciniiiiinnnn 12
Tisburys Cleaning Services.....c.cceinn 13
Jim Avis (decorator)........cccevverneinnnnnnnn 18
Whittaker Paving.......ccoevemeerrcneinnnnens 18
Drayton Plumbing & Heatmg e 18
Robert Simpson Construction.............19
Lindfield Motors ........ccccccniciiiicnnn 19
Norsat (TV/satellite)......c.cceeriiininnnn 20
Jane's Sewing Services .....cvvrerinnnn 22
IDINteriors. .. 22
Tom Seymour (IT support) 24
Richard Allen Fencing ........ccceeeceins
The Green Bean (landscaping) .............25
Masters & Son ... 27
AJMullen (builder) ......coveenernsinniinnnns 31
Mark Revill (estate agent)......ccccccueeee. B

Retail
The Penny Black Barber Shop...............24
Foxy Feet Shoe Boutique........ccc.c........ 29

Out & About

Tabatha Thomas (knitting) ....
Repast Supper Club .......covcereeenee.
Adur Concert Band ........cccooccreciiciininns

Education/Childcare

Lindfield Art Studio ......ccveerernniiinnnnn 2
Norto5 Kidz Academy.
Burgess Hill Girls ......oorrvveeveeeeeereeeee.
Gielgud Academy.......cccooeemceercrnrennne.

Health/Lifestyle

Flint Physiotherapy ......ccoominiiniiiinns
Potential Personal Training...
Perfect Toe Foot Care.......cocerreverennene.
SiX PhySio..ccociii e 9
FeetUnique.......c.cociiieciccinecnnn 11

Ardingly Tralnlng Centre (swmmmg) 12
Talkfor Change .......cceveiecricicininnnn 18
Action for Deafness......ccocoerrnininnnnnn 21
Lindfield Chiropractic Centre...............







